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A Long Island Regional Office of the New York State Education Department

Serving the school districts and communities of Nassau BOCES,

Western Suffolk BOCES and Eastern Suffolk BOCES

January, 2010                                                                                                                              

Dear Superintendent,  
Western Suffolk BOCES, through the capacity of the Long Island Regional Student Support Services Center (LIRSSSC) is once again offering the School Health Network CoSer, a professional development initiative for school districts and their school nurses. This CoSer program, in its fourth year of implementation provides school districts with guidance and support in the delivery of school health services and in the practice of school nursing.  Twenty-four school districts from Nassau and Suffolk counties were members of the School Health Network CoSer this school year. 
As the only School Health Network CoSer in New York State, the Long Island Regional Student Support Services Center has become an established presence in the area, where collaborations with experienced school nurses as well as  regional and statewide partners, have led to a professional network that is able to address the needs of our school districts and their nurses. 
Professional Development is crucial for school nurses if they are to meet current practice and competency standards. Some of the topics offered this school year include: the H1N1 influenza virus in the school community; the identification and elimination of Asthma triggers; teen violence, bullying, and abuse; and the link between poor health and a increasing homeless student population. We have also provided workshops and speakers in computer and Internet use, technical support for the Online Immunization School Assessment Survey (OSAS), and the Student Weight Status/ BMI Reporting, as well as classes in the creation of Substitute School Nurse Manuals and the development of Self-Assessment Professional Portfolios.

We look forward to your new and/or returning membership in the School Health Network CoSer Program.

Regards,    
Linda Dychkowski, RN, MS, SNT

School Health Services Specialist

ldychkow@wsboces.org  

SCHOOL HEALTH NETWORK COSER INFORMATION
2010-2011
Membership in the School Health Network CoSer includes:

· a reduced rate for all district nurses and substitute school nurses to attend School Nursing Professional & Practice Issues workshops that are held several times each year, with timely and relevant topics addressed with guest speakers, case studies, panel discussions and networking opportunities  for school nurses; 

· a reduced rate for all district school nurses to attend the Annual School Nursing Election Day Professional Development workshop;

· no charge for one (1) in-district customized professional development for district school nurses and/or school staff and administration; 
· electronic School Health Services Newsletters to CoSer administrators and district school nurse-liaisons;

· individualized support/mentoring for new and substitute school nurses; and 

· on-site technical assistance and support with issues related to the delivery of   

            school health services and the implementation of: 

· Regulations of the Commissioner of Education

· District School Health Program 

· School Immunization Attendance Requirements

· Mandated Screening Procedures and Protocols

· Medication Administration Procedures

· School Nursing Practice Issues

· Development of School Health Services policies and procedures

The fee is $2675 per district for membership in the School Health Network CoSer for 2010-2011. This CoSer membership is an effective initiative that will further enhance your district’s participation in our office’s school health programs, and in the provision of personalized technical assistance and support for your district nurses. 

For further information, please contact Joann Zerbo (jzerbo@wsboces.org), 631/595-6843 at the Long Island Regional Student Support Services Center.
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